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Abstract

Reinforced-Earth construction technic was discovered and registered
by the French Engineer Henri Vidal. The initial experimental use of
this technic in construction took effect in the years 1963 to 66.

The reinforced-earth technic quickly spread and was implemented
worldwide, in particular in Iran by the writer of this note (in early
years of 1350’s) who was research fellow in the French central
laboratory of Ponts et Chaussées in Paris where he was in charge of
the related studies.

In the year 1354, at the request of Henri Vidal (who had established
similar establishments in United States, Brazil, Australia) the
reinforced-earth company of Iran, under management by the writer
was established and undertook many projects, the most important
being the access ramps for the post tensioned Hessarak Bridge, on
the Karaj-Ghazvin freeway. At the time, at the request of the
management in charge of the central office of housing research and
the central office of Road and Urban research, an experimental wall
was constructed which unfortunately, was dismantled without the
performance of the proposed tests, for unknown reasons.

The reinforced earth company of Iran, under fruitful cooperation
with the Ministry of Roads and Transport and the Municipality of
Tehran, performed many high visibility projects in Iran.

Lastly, it is reminded that the engineering department in charge of
hydraulic works of the Ministry of Power, under its issue number
16 dated Bahman 1374, has undertaken the translation and the
release of a manual for the design and construction of reinforced earth
constructions.
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